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IMMEDIATELY
CHANGES MAY BE IN STORE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT LAW,
ACCORDING TO AUTUMN ISSUE OF MONTANA BUSINESS QUARTERLY
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MISSOULA-Local government law in Montana may be about to undergo considerable change, according
to an article appearing in the autumn issue of the "Montana Business Quarterly," published
recently at the University of Montana, Missoula, by the Bureau of Business and Economic
Research (BBER) .
In their article, "The Proposed Revised Code of Local Government Law," David E. Wanz enried,
deputy director of the State Commission on Local Government, Helena, and Stephen Turkiewicz,
finance project director of the commission, outline the proposed changes to be presented t o
the 1977 legislature by the commission.
"Montanans have been writing local government laws for about one hundred years, and the
result is now a tangle that is often conflicting and complex," the authors report.

"The

revised code is designed to bring more flexibility and accountability to county and
municipal government in Montana . "
code,
if adopted, would apply to all local
The authors point out that the proposed I
governments in Montana, whether they have chosen to retain the present form of government
or to adopt an alternative form as proposed by their study commissions .

It would constitute

a single code of local law applicable to both cities and counties, with legislative powers
to enact local ordinances extended to counties as authorized by the 1972 State Constitution .
One of the changes proposed by the revised code would authorize local governments
to establish service districts that would levy taxes against only the property of those
persons receiving a particular service.

This would eliminate the current problem of some

taxpayers paying for services they do not receive.
-more-

CHANGES l\tAY BE IN STORE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT LAW--page 2
A reassignment of responsibilities in order to achieve greater efficiency and
coordination in office would be made possible by another proposed change.

The code

would make duties the responsibility of the county rather than of a particular county
office, and the county governing body would then designate by ordinance which office,
department, or employee is responsible for performing each duty.

For example, financial

functions now performed in several offices could be transfered to a new department
under a single officer.
The proposed revised code would also reform local government finance.

The authors

report that current law authorizes 38 distinct single-purpose mill levies for counties
and 33 such mill levies for municipalities.

The Commission on Local Government is

proposing that, beginning in fiscal year 1978, all municipalities and counties with
general government powers be required to operate under an all-purpose mill levy for
property taxation.
"This change will provide each local government with discretion to allocate property
tax revenues in a manner suitable to local demands," say Wanzenried and Turkiewicz.
Other proposed changes would require that local governments adopt their budgets
before July 1, and would authorize five local option taxes in order to avoid increased
dependence on property taxes.

The local option taxes proposed would include an income

tax, a motor vehicle license plate tax, a fuels tax, a hotel room tax and a franchise tax.
"The provisions concerning finance in the proposed code are designed to provide
local government officials with the necessary resources to meet the fiscal challenges
of the future," say the authors.
Other articles appearing in the autumn issue of the "Montana Business Quarterly"
include "The Economic Importance of Montana Refineries and Projected Impacts of Curtailments
in Canadian Petroleum Imports," by Paul E. Polzin, research associate in the BBER and
associate professor in the UM Department of Management, School of Business Administration;
"The Kellogg-Extension Education Project: 'Corn Flakes' Are Helping to Train Leaders in
Montana," by M. E. "Gene" Quenomoen, director of the Kellogg-Extension Education Project
at Montana State University, Bozeman; and "Quantitative l\1ethods in Business, Part IV:
Forecasting with Regression Analysis," by E. Jeffery Livingston, assistant professor in
the UM Department of Management, and John IV. Rettenmayer, professor and chairman of the
UM Department of Management, School of Business Administration, Missoula.
The "Montana Business Quarterly" is available by subscription from the Bureau
of Business and Economic Research, University of ~1ontana, Missoula, Mont, or by single
copies from the BBER or the Associated Students' Store on the Missoula Campus.

